416
 EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198
 
The towns
In France
 were notoriously defiant of the decrees for Church reform,
the burgesses used this as a lever against them, as at Milan
in 1056 and again at Cambrai in 1077 ; but it was a pro-papal
bishop whom the citizens of Worms expelled in 1074, and a
reforming archbishop against whom the people of Cologne
rose in 1075. The same movement became common a little
later in France, where the outbreak at Laon in 1112, culmin-
ating in the murder of the bishop, was perhaps the most
striking example of many. This hostility to the bishops was
due almost entirely to their refusal to grant corporate rights
to the townsmen. Certainly the bishop was less in need of
ready money than the lay noble, and therefore less likely to
make concessions ; the Church also officially set its face
against the business of loans and usury, and the acquisition
and use of capital. But many bishops were not averse to
making their profit out of the labours of the townsmen.
Royal charters to German towns were almost always in the
form of grants 1 to the bishops as lords of the towns ; in 1086
the bishop of Spires planted a colony of Jews in his town for
the furtherance of its trade, and obtained confirmation of
this from the king four years later.
The towns had no idea of escaping from the feudal environ-
ment- But they did asPire to the rank °f corporate tenants-
in-chief, so that they could hold direct from the central
authority. It was only the king who could grant them the
rights they coveted — of self-government, local justice, the
collection of their own taxes, freedom from tolls in other
towns. These were all royal rights, regalia, which could only
be conferred by a king, or by a noble who had received them
from the king or had usurped them. There was another asset
in kingship, that its authority was not local but, in theory at
least, universal throughout the kingdom. It was all to the
interest of merchants and towns that this theory should be
put into practice, for it ensured the maintenance of peace
and order ; the towns are therefore a pro-monarchical ele-
ment. We have seen already that when Louis VI restored
order within the domain, his protection was invoked from
outside. He was too conservative to pay much heed to
burgesses, though in a few cases he raised money by granting
1 Generally of freedom from tolls in royal towns. There was naturally
no question of self-government.

